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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Giobbi (US Patent 6,749,510). 

In regards to claims 1 and 5, Giobbi teaches of communication game equipment 
that comprises a centralized gaming system comprising a plurality of servers which 
include a master game server, a game execution server, and a database server. The 
centralized gaming system is used to serve a plurality of gaming equipment units. The 
master game server stores the games that are available for play, the game execution 
server processes the instructions for the play of the game, and the database server acts 
to collect game activity data (2: 38-51). It is obvious to one skilled in the art that each 
server inherently includes a processor that is used to perform the objectives of the 
individual server. The game execution server and the database server comprise a 
communication sub-system since this sub-system is used to communicate with the 
gaming machines. The sub-systems are also in communication with a shared memory 
that is accessible by the main CPU and the sub-CPU of the communications subsystem 
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(3: 30-35). The communication sub-system further has components to manage task 
functions of the gaming process (3: 55-67). 

In regards to claim 2 and 6, the communication game equipment of Giobbi 
teaches of the communication tasks of the subsystem that involve network server 
access tasks, which performs data downloads or uploads from a data center (2: 28-50). 

In regards to claim 3, it is notoriously obvious to one skilled in the art that a 
processor, such as the one used to operate the servers as taught by Giobbi, are 
managed by a real time operating system. 

In regards to claim 4, the communication game equipment of Giobbi has a main 
system and a sub-system that are formed on circuit boards independent of each other 
(30-35). 

In regards to claim 7, Giobbi teaches of a network communication game 
equipment where a communication task includes providing data to be read from the 
main system and sent by the sub-system when a synchronization request is issued from 
the main system of each of the plurality of gaming units and sending the data to the 
game equipment (4: 33-61). 

In regards to claim 8, while Giobbi does not explicitly teach of having a running 
count of the number of connected gaming units to the central game server, Giobbi does 
teach of allowing multi-user access to all the different games on the server. It is well 
known in the art that a server is typically aware of how many users are connected to the 
server and also which games are sent out where and how many. This is a basic 
operation of a server, since the server must be aware of how many users are accessing 
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the server so that it can send out the appropriate information to the correct amount of 
gaming machines. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alex Epshteyn whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5561 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai can be reached on 571-272-7147. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




